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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a Non-Final Office Action for application no. 10/691 ,483 in response to the 
RCE filed on February 12, 2007 wherein claims 1-7, 12-16 and 18-20 are presented for 
examination. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-7, 12-16 and 18-20 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7, 12-14, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent 7,061 ,371 to Shockley, US Patent 5,794,164 to Beckert et 
al. and US Patent Application Publication 2003/0112929 A1 to Chuang. 
[claims 1, 5, 12, 18] 

As shown in Figure 3, Shockley teaches an in-car video system, comprising: 

A video camera(15A-15E) fixably mounted to an automobile (60) for capturing an 
image of an event and producing a corresponding video stream (Col 4 Lines 10-21 , Col 
6 Lines 11-14). 

A video recorder fixably mounted to the automobile (26a). 
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A controller (24) coupled to the video recorder to control writing of data that is 
representative of the video stream to store a video record of the event (Col 4 Lines 49- 
57). 

Wherein the video recorder and controller are integrally packaged and located in 
a passenger compartment of the automobile such that it is in a direct operative 
relationship with a user seated in the front seat of the automobile (Col 5 Lines 51-65). 

Shockley is silent on the use of a digital video recorder using flash memory. 
Shockley is further silent on the use of the digital video recorder and controller 
positioned within a factory-sized radio opening. Note: Shockley teaches the system for 
all automobiles therefore including an automobiles having a police package option 
(Abstract). 

Beckert teaches the use of a vehicle computer system (Figure 1). The computer 
system has a housing sized to be mounted in a vehicle dashboard in a DIN location 
(Abstract, Col 3 Lines 5-1 1 , Col 4 Lines 4-9). Beckert further teaches the computer 
system replacing the need of individual entertainment, security, diagnostic and GPS 
systems (Col 1 Line 53-Col 2 Line 3, Col 5 Lines 41-45). Beckert teaches the use 
writing data to writeable medium (e.g. hard disk, diskette, cassette, or smart card) (Col 2 
Lines 17-20, Col 4 Lines 33-36). Beckert further teaches the permitting of easy and 
convenient access to the storage drives (Col 4 Lines 45-46). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to replace the 
controller and video recorder of Shockley with the computer system of Beckert in order 
to provide a single system for performing not only diagnostics but other functions such 
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as security and GPS as taught by Beckert. Though Beckert teaches the use of the hard 
disk, diskette, cassette or smart card for storing user data. Beckert does not specifically 
teach the user data is video. 

Chuang teaches the use of Compact Flash, memory sticks, secure digital 
memory cards or tapes for storing video (Paragraph [0009]). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the flash 
media to store video as Chuang teaches flash media as an alternative to a tape 
recording apparatus, 
[claim 2] 

As shown above, Beckert teaches the housing permitting easy and convenient 
access to the storage drives (Col 4 Lines 45-46). 
[claims 3 and 4] 

As shown above, Chuang teaches the use of Compact Flash, memory sticks, 
secure digital memory cards or tapes for storing video (Paragraph [0009]). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use 
any of the storage means as they can all be used to store video as taught by Chuang. 
[claims 6, 7, and 19] 

As shown above, Beckert teaches the use of a single DIN and a double DIN (Col 
4 Lines 4-9). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention that using a housing with the single DIN size the housing would also fit a 
1.5 and double DIN housing, 
[claim 13] 
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Shockley teaches the reading of stored recordings (Col 5 Lines 49-51). Chuang 
also teaches the step of reading the stored record from the flash memory (Paragraph 
[0018]). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the reading step of Chuang in order to read the video from the flash 
memory in order to view with a patron or master mechanic as required by Shockley. 
[claim 14] 

Shockley teaches the monitor (26) connected to the video recorder. Beckert 
teaches the monitor (24, Fig. 1) is remote from the system (22) (Col 3 Lines 33-37, Col 
5 Lines 19-25). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to use the remote monitor of Beckert in order to provide different 
viewing positions that can be seen by the driver or other passengers in the vehicle as 
taught by Beckert. 

Claims 15, 16, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shockley, Beckert and Chuang as applied to claim 12 above, and 
further in view of US Patent Application Publication 2003/0095688 A1 to Kirmuss. . 
[claims 15, 16 and 20] 

As shown above for claim 1 , Shockley teaches the use of a video cassette 
recorder (Col 3 Lines 14-1 6). Shockley further teaches the use of the recorder for later 
viewing by a master mechanic (Col 5 Lines 50-51). Chuang teaches the replacement of 
a tape recorder with flash media recorder (Paragraph [0009]). Beckert teaches 
convenient access to the storage drives (Col 4 Lines 45-47). Shockley, Chuang and 
Beckert are silent on the removal, storing and multiple flash memory cards. 
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Kirmuss teaches a similar video capturing system (Fig. 2). Kirmuss further 
teaches the steps of removing the storage device and storing the removed memory 
(Paragraph [0162]). Kirmuss also teaches the use of multiple high capacity storage 
devices in order to provide additional recording time (Paragraph [0224]). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the 
steps of Kirmuss with the method of Shockley, Beckert and Chuang in order to store the 
removed memory at a central location and provide longer recording time as taught by 
Kirmuss. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US Patent 6,445408 to Watkins. 
US Patent 5,793,420 to Schmidt. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erick Rekstad whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7338. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on 571-272-7418. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
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